Workshop Title:

Things Needn't Fall Apart: International Approaches to Social Cohesion Policy
Workshop Organizer:

Erin Tolley

Research Analyst

Metropolis Project

15A Jean Edmonds Tower South

365 Laurier Avenue West

Telephone: (613) 957-5971

Fax: (613) 957-5968

E-mail: erin.tolley@cic.gc,ca
Workshop Description:
In the past half century, there have been unprecedented levels of globalization, technological innovation and migration.  Policymakers around the world have become increasingly concerned with these centrifugal forces and their impact on the conceptualization, definition and maintenance of individual nations.  The question, “What holds a collectivity together?” has been approached by national and supranational governments in many ways, and most of this work has been gathered under the broad rubric of social cohesion.

This workshop will bring clarity to this amorphous collection of approaches through an examination of social cohesion policy in a number of countries, including Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Japan.  Presenters, or delegations of presenters, will be asked to profile one country using the social cohesion model developed by Dick Stanley.  Presenters will chart the social cohesion policies in each country using this framework.  Where possible, research and data on the social, cultural, economic and political spheres will be included.  This will be followed by a presentation on the quantification of social cohesion and social capital.

The goals of this workshop are to share past practices and lessons learned, provide an inventory of international social cohesion policy work, enumerate points of intersection among different countries, and engage participants in a discussion about the development and evaluation of the various interventions designed to foster social cohesion. 

Duration:

1 session (3 hours) 
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