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Introduction

ºFocus on the ósocialô dimensions of the 

ómigration-development nexus debate

ºMeaning of ósocialô

¸well-being and personal security of 

migrants

¸effects of migration on the social fabric of 

origin and destination countries

¸relationship between migration and social 

policy



Introduction

º Social issues can arise as 

¸ causes and/or

¸ consequences of migration

º Argument advanced:

¸ for a stronger role of social policy 
alongside migration policy
Åthrough lens of changing familial and gender 

relations

Åin context of dominant trends in migration flows 
(temporary, irregular, return)



Familial and Gender Relations

º Earlier research on male-dominated migration streams 

¸ e.g. óGulf wivesô in Kerala (Zachariah et al. 1999)

¸ mixed findings on impact on women left behind

Åcertain empowering aspects

Åbut also additional burden = high stress levels

Åsupport networks???

¸ return migration of male temporary contract workers
Åreinforcing of patriarchal system 

Åe.g. research on Yemeni male migrants to Saudi Arabia conducted in 1980s (Weir 
1987)

º More recent research in context of feminized migration

¸ studies on impact of womenôs out-migration

Åe.g. Danneckerôs study on BD men and women in Malaysia

Åsocial remittances in South-South context??



Familial and Gender Relations

º The Family
¸Importance of context

�‡different types of migrations (length, destination, 
�¶�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�·���Z�D�Y�H�V��

�‡gender of migrant and non-migrant
�‡access to social networks and social services

¸Site of gender and generational relations
�‡relations between sons and fathers
�‡relations between women 
�‡signs of nuclearization or of extension of the 

family? (Hall 2005 vs. Rahman 2009)


